
 

 
 

 

WINTER POETRY COMPETITION 
 

1. The Oxen -Thomas Hardy (1840-1928) 
 

Christmas Eve, and twelve of the clock. 
“Now they are all on their knees,” 
An elder said as we sat in a flock 
By the embers in hearthside ease. 

 
We pictured the meek mild creatures where 

They dwelt in their strawy pen. 
Nor did it occur to one of us there 
To doubt they were kneeling then. 

 
So fair a fancy few believe 
In these years! Yet, I feel, 

If someone said on Christmas Eve 
“Come; see the oxen kneel 

 
“In the lonely barton by yonder comb 

Our childhood used to know,” 
I should go with him in the gloom, 

Hoping it might be so. 
 
 

2. Mistletoe -Walter de la Mare (1873-1956) 
 

Sitting under the mistletoe 
(Pale-green, fairy mistletoe), 
One last candle burning low, 
All the sleepy dancers gone, 
Just one candle burning on, 
Shadows lurking everywhere: 

Some one came, and kissed me there. 
 

Tired I was; my head would go 
Nodding under the mistletoe 
(Pale-green, fairy mistletoe), 

No footsteps came, no voice, but only, 
Just as I sat there, sleepy, lonely, 

Stooped in the still and shadowy air 
Lips unseen—and kissed me there. 

 
 



 
3. In the Bleak Midwinter- Christina Rossetti (1830-1894) 

In the bleak mid-winter 
Frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, 

Water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 

Snow on snow, 
In the bleak mid-winter 

Long ago. 
Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him 

Nor earth sustain; 
Heaven and earth shall flee away 

When He comes to reign: 
In the bleak mid-winter 
A stable-place sufficed 

The Lord God Almighty, 
Jesus Christ.(…) 

 
What can I give Him, 

Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd 

I would bring a lamb, 
If I were a wise man 
I would do my part, 

Yet what I can I give Him, 
Give my heart. 

4. A Christmas Carol poem by Gilbert Keith Chesterton (1874-1936) 

The Christ-child lay on Mary's lap, 
His hair was like a light. 

(O weary, weary were the world, 
But here is all aright.) 

 
The Christ-child lay on Mary's breast 

His hair was like a star. 
(O stern and cunning are the kings, 

But here the true hearts are.)  
 

The Christ-child lay on Mary's heart, 
His hair was like a fire. 

(O weary, weary is the world, 
But here the world's desire.) 

 
The Christ-child stood on Mary's knee, 

His hair was like a crown, 
And all the flowers looked up at Him, 

And all the stars looked down 

 
 



 
5. I keep my snowman in the freezer 

by Ian McMillan (1956-) 
 

I keep my snowman in the freezer 
Just behind the pies 

He likes it there, he told me so 
I can see it in his eyes. 

I made him on a cold, cold morning 
When the snow was fresh and deep 

Now he sits in the freezer 
Near the fish that we got cheap. 

I keep my snowman in the freezer 
And look at him each day. 
If I’d left him in the garden 

He’d simply have melted away. 

But now he’s like my Grandma 
Living somewhere safe and nice; 

He’s in a frosty, snowy palace 
On a throne of coldest ice. 

I keep my snowman in the freezer 
Near a lump of frozen beef 

And I’ve got a treat for him in August: 
I’m taking him to Tenerife! 


